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GLOSSARY

Affected Person (AP): includes any person, affected households (AHS), firms or private
institutions who, on account of changes that result from the project will have their (i)
standard of living adversely affected; (ii) right, title, or interest in any house, land (including
residential, commercial, agricultural, forest, and/or grazing land), water resources, or any
other moveable or fixed assets acquired, possessed, restricted, or otherwise adversely
affected, in full or in part, permanently or temporarily; and/or (iii) business, occupation, place
of work or residence, or habitat adversely affected, with physical or economic displacement.

Assistance; means support, rehabilitation and restoration measures extended in cash and/or
kind over and above the compensation for lost assets.

Awardee: means the person with interests in land to be acquired by the project after their
ownership of said land has been confirmed by the respective Deputy Commissioner's office
as well as persons with interests in other assets to be acquired through by project.
Compensation for acquired assets is provided to ‘awardees’ through notification under
Section 8 of the Acquisition and Requisition of Immovable Property Act, 2017 (ARIPA).

Compensation: means payment in cash or kind for an asset to be acquired or affected by a
project at replacement cost.

Displaced persons (DP): Displaced persons in a project area could be of three types: (i)
persons with formal legal rights to land lost in its entirety or in part; (ii) persons who lost
the land they occupy in its entirety or in part who have no formal legal rights to such land,
but who have claims to such lands that are recognized or recognizable under national
laws; and (iii) persons who lost the land they occupy in its entirety or in part who have
neither formal legal rights nor recognized or recognizable claims to such land. The
involuntary resettlement requirements apply to all three types of displaced persons.

Encroachers: mean those people who move into the project area after the cut-off date and
are therefore not eligible for compensation or other rehabilitation measures provided by the
project. A person or entity that extends their own property or usufruct to neighboring public
or state land is also referred to as an encroacher.

Entittement: means the range of measures comprising cash or kind compensation,
relocation cost, income rehabilitation assistance, transfer assistance, income substitution,
and relocation which are due to /business restoration which are due to AHs, depending on
the type and degree nature of their losses, to restore their social and economic base.

Eminent Domain: means the regulatory authority of the Government to obtain land for public
purposes or use as described in the Acquisition and Requisition of Immovable Property Act,
2017 (ARIPA).

Household: A household includes all persons living and eating together (sharing the same
kitchen and cooking food together as a single-family unit).

Inventory of losses: means the pre-appraisal inventory of assets as a preliminary record of
affected or lost assets.



IMO: The project incorporates the engagement of an Irrigation Management Operator (IMO)
under a management service contract to provide services for Management Operation and
Maintenance of the Muhuri Irrigation Project (MIP)

Non-title holders: means those who have no recognizable rights or claims to the land that
they are occupying and includes people using private or state land without permission,
permit or grant i.e. those people without legal title to land and/or structures occupied or used
by them. ADB'’s policy explicitly states that such people cannot be denied compensation.

Project: means the Irrigation Management Improvement Project (IMIP)-Muhuri Irrigation
Project (MIP).

Relocation: means displacement or physical moving of the APs from the affected area to a
new area/site and rebuilding homes, infrastructure, provision of assets, including productive
land/employment and re-establishing income, livelihoods, living and social systems.

Replacement cost: is based on the following elements: (i) fair market value; (ii) transaction
costs;(iii) interest accrued; (iv) transition and restoration costs; and (v) other applicable
payments, if any.

Resettlement: means all the impacts associated with land acquisition including restriction of
access to, or use of, land, acquisition of assets, or impacts on income generation as a result
of land acquisition.

Significant impact: The involuntary resettlement impacts of an ADB-supported project are
considered significant if 200 or more persons will experience major impacts, which are
defined as (i) being physically displaced from housing, or (ii) losing 10% or more of their
productive assets (income generating) .

Squatters: means the same as non-titled and includes households, business and common
establishments on land owned by the State. Under the project this includes land on part of
the crest and slopes of canal dykes, flood control embankments, and similar areas of the
drainage channels.

Structures; mean all buildings including primary and secondary structures including houses
and ancillary buildings, commercial enterprises, living quarters, community facilities and
infrastructures, shops, businesses, fences, and walls.

Vulnerable Households: Individuals and groups who may be differentially or
disproportionately affected by the project because of their disadvantaged or vulnerable
status. According to ADB SPS, vulnerable groups are those below the poverty line, the
landless, the elderly, women and children, and Indigenous Peoples, physically challenged,
and those without legal title to land.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Mubhuri Irrigation Project (MIP) is one of the large-scale surface water irrigation Project of Bangladesh
Water Development Board (BWDB). The first feasibility study of MIP was conducted in 1973 with the
Technical assistance of World Bank (WB). Its first implementation was started in 1977 and completed in
1986 with the loan of WB. After a long period of 30 years of its operation another attempt was taken to
rehabilitate and modernize MIP with the finance by Asian Development Bank (ADB) and Government of
Bangladesh (GoB) in 2015 Under Irrigation Management Improvement Project (IMIP). In order to do that
an Initial Environmental Examination (IEE) was conducted in 2013 with the technical assistance of ADB.

During the preparation of Development Project Proforma (DPP) of IMIP-MIP no provision of land
acquisition and resettlement was included. But during the implementation of rehabilitation and
modernization works it was envisage installation of a 33/11 KVA electrical power station is
complementary and acquiring of 40 decimal lands is inevitable. Moreover, it was found that many
squatters, displaced by river bank erosion, flood and coastal cyclone had already settled on the coastal
embankment and some of them needs to be displaced temporarily for raising the embankment height
by average one meter. That's why according to WB’s Safeguard Policy Statement (SPS-2009) MIP has
been re-categorised as B from initially C for involuntary resettlement and this Revised IEE is prepared to
comply with ADB’s that requirement.

In this revised IEE report selection of the location of proposed Electrical substation, its components
(Annex-VII), natural and social environment around the proposed substation has been described. The
possible environmental and socio-economic adverse impacts have been studied by visiting the location
of the proposed location and a similar Electrical substation (33/11 KVA indoor type) which is being
constructed by the Awardee Contractor (Energy Pack Global Ltd) at Sonagazi, Feni. The possible impacts
of such Electrical Substation have also been studied from online literature and interviewing Key
Informant (Electrical Engineer of C-IMO, Energy Pack Global Ltd and Palli Biddyut Samiti).

The key information of the original IEE report of MIP has been kept almost intact but the entire report
has been revised by including the installation of electrical substation and its concerned consequence i.e.,
land acquisition and resettlement on the local natural environment and communities. Two PCMs has
been done in the Bondhua Village (near the substation) and the problems and their possible solution
suggested by the land losers and the other PAPs have been recorded. The main demand of the land
losers is the land price at the current market rate. They also requested to shift the substation site 10-20
feet back ward i.e., to the East so they can earn their livings by building any shops/groceries/markets etc
there. The reporting style has also been changed and improved.

Some project component like dredging/re-excavation of reservoir upstream of Feni Regulator have been
dropped from the TA report during preparation of DPP for IMIP-MIP but included in the original IEE
report. Those components including their impacts, management and monitoring have been removed
from the revised IEE and the new issues like electrical substation, land acquisition and resettlement and
Environmental Health and Safety (EHS) due to Covid-19 pandemics with their impacts, management and
monitoring have been included to this Revised IEE report.



The baseline information of the proposed Electrical substation has been studied by field visit, public
consultation meeting, focus group discussion and Key informant interview. The substation area is
located in the rice field of Bondhua Vilage of Daulatpur Union under Fulgazi Upazila of Feni district. The
site is accessed by the Feni-Porshuram Highway (Figure-20), Major land uses are rice fields, brick fields,
rural settlements, village groves, irrigation canals, ponds, borrow pits, rivers & roads. The hydrology of
the site is determined by rain water and the flash floods carried from nearby Indian hills by the Selonia
Rivera and its canal systems. Main crops are rice, pulses, oilseeds, vegetables, spices etc. Main
vegetation are village groves and marginal plantations composed of timber trees, bamboos, coconuts,
betel nuts, fruit trees, bushes and hydrophytes in the canals, ponds and rivers which are also the wildlife
habitats of the area. But there are no critically endangered wild animals within the area. The cows,
buffaloes, sheeps, goats, ducks, chickens and pigeons are the main domestic animals. There are some
poultry firms in the Bondhua village. In almost every year the rice fields including the substation site are
inundated 1-2 feet by the flood water through the irrigation/drainage canals from the nearby Silonia
River. Local fishes also migrate from the river to the rice fields, canals and borrow pits. Some ponds in
the Bondhua village are also used for fish culture and domestic purposes.

The villagers are mainly farmers, businessmen, service holders etc. A good numbers of villagers have
been migrated temporarily to the middle-east, South Korea, Malaysia, Singapore and European
countries for earning their livings. There are human settlements within 50 meters of the vicinity of the
proposed substation. But the villagers didn’t raised any complaints against the establishment of the
substation except the land losers who mainly claimed the market price of their land (Section-5.2 of
Chapter-V) acquired for substation.

The main adverse impacts of the proposed substation on the local environment during construction are
(a) Loss of land (40 decimal) for electrical substation, (b) reduction of value of the surrounding 